
Religious Education Progression of knowledge and vocabulary – Cycle 2 

Golden Thread Concepts 

 

Year R/ 1 
Autumn 1 

Celebrating 
(C) Harvest 
 
UC: Creation/ Fall 

Autumn 2 
Candle light as a symbol  
(C) (J) (H) Advent, 
Hannukah and Divali 
UC: Incarnation 

Spring 1 
Change  (love) 
(C) People Jesus 
Met 
UC: Gospel 

Spring 2 
Remembering  
(J) Passover 

Summer 1 
Story 
(C) (J) Stories 

 
Link back to gospel 

Summer 2 
Community 
(C) (H) Generosity 

celebrate 
religious 
Harvest 
Service 
Festival 
Autumn 

church 
Christians 
charity 
God 
Creator 
World 

Hanukkah 
Jewish  
Menorah 
Helper Candle 
Christians 
Advent 
ring/wreath 

Christmas 
Nativity 
God 
Jesus 
Precious 

Gospel 
Christians 
Jesus 
Zacchaeus 
Jairus 
forgiven 
teachings 

Jews 
Seder plate/ meal 
Passover 
Torah 
Hebrew Scriptures 
Egypt 
Moses 

Stories 
Religion 
teachings 
pray 
faith 
 

communities 
help 
values 
hindu 
Hinduism 
Dana 
generosity  

There are many different ways 
to celebrate 
People who are religious will 
use different ways to celebrate 
too 
Christians celebrate the food 
they have at Harvest time in 
the Autumn 
At Harvest, many Christians go 
to church to celebrate in a 
special Harvest service 
They sing songs, pray and often 
give to charity to help others 
without food. 
The word God is a name. 
Christians believe God is 
Creator of the universe. 
Christians believe God made 
our wonderful world and so we 
should look after it. 
 
 

Candles are used to remember 
someone or something  
A Hannukiah is a special Jewish 
menorah lamp to remind Jews 
of the miracle of the oil at 
Hanukkah 
It has 9 candles, one for each 
night of the 8 nights of the 
festival of Hanukkah plus a 
helper candle 
The festival of Hannukah  
celebrates the belief in the 
miracle of one small jar of oil 
lasting 8 nights instead of 1 
night as usual 
Christians also use light at 
Christmas 
An example is the Advent 
ring/wreath which has 4 
candles 
A candle is lit on each of the 4 
Sundays leading up to 
Christmas  
It reminds Christians to wait 
and prepare for Christmas light 
Christians believe God 
came to Earth in human 
form as Jesus. 
Christians believe Jesus came 
to show that all people are 

precious and special to God.  

Christians believe that Jesus changed 
people’s lives when he met them. 
There are 3 stories in the gospels 
that we have learnt that show this 
Zacchaeus the tax collector was 
hated by people because of his job. 
He changed when he met Jesus and 
gave back what he had stolen from 
others 
Jairus’ daughter was brought back to 
life by Jesus and Jairus changed by 
believing in Jesus and following him 
afterwards 
Jesus brought sight back to the blind 
man and the man had faith that Jesus 
could do this. 
Christians use these stories to show 
that Jesus can change the lives of 
anyone who believes in him. 
Christians believe Jesus brings 
good news for all people. 
For Christians, this good news 
includes being loved by God, and 
being forgiven for bad things. 
Christians believe Jesus is a 
friend to the poor and friendless. 
Christians believe Jesus’ 
teachings make people think 
hard about how to live and show 

them the right way. 
 

The Seder plate helps 
Jews remember a special 
story called the Passover 
The story of the Passover 
is found in the Torah, the 
first five books of the 
Hebrew scriptures 
It is remembered at a 
special festival of 
Passover each year 
Passover tells the story of 
how Jews were led out of 
Egypt and slavery by 
Moses 
The Seder meal has 
special foods in it to help 
remember parts of the 
story: bitter herbs, a lamb 
bone, celery or parsley, 
paste made of fruit and 
nuts and a hard boiled 
egg  
 

Stories are told in all religions  
Stories help religious people to 
remember important teachings 
as well as the lives of important 
people  
Christians tell the story of Saul 
on the road to Damascus to 
show how he came to believe 
in Jesus and stopped hurting 
Christians  
Christians tell the story of St 
Christopher to show how he 
helped travellers and why some 
Christians pray to him today  
Christians tell the story of Paul 
(who was called Saul before he 
became a Christian) and Silas 
to show their faith in prison.  
Children will also learn about a 
story in one other religion and 
why it is important. 

We all belong to different 
communities 
There are always people who 
may need help in any 
community 
Dāna is a very important value 
in Hindu traditions 
Dāna involves helping people 
without expecting anything in 
return 
The story of Karna’s generosity 
shows the value of generosity 
to others  
 



Religious Education Progression of knowledge and vocabulary – Cycle 2 

Golden Thread Concepts 

Year 2/3 

Autumn 1 
Belonging 
(C) The Church as God’s House 
UC: Creation/ Fall 

Autumn 2 
Waiting 
(C) Advent 
 
UC: Incarnation 

Spring 1 
Identity 
(J) Purim 

Spring 2 
Symbol 
(C) Or symbol of the cross 
 
UC: Salvation 

Summer 1 
Rituals (special) 
(C) (H) Food Rituals  
 

UC: People of God/ Gospel  

Summer 2 
God  
(C) (J) (H) Ideas about God 
 
UC: God 

 

belong 
(belongings) 
included 
Christians 
church (God’s 
house) 
New 
Testament 

apostles 
God 
unique 
relationship 
creator 
sustainer 

Advent 
waiting 
Christmas 
Day 
Advent 
wreath 
Advent 
calendar 
fasting 

Christingle 
Christmas Eve 
Bethlehem 
Bible 
worshipped 

identity 
Purim 
Hamam 
Jewish festival 
Esther 
The Book of Esther 

symbol 
(symbolise) 
utilitarian 
value 
cross 
death 
resurrection 
of Jesus 
Life after 
death 

crucifix 
rosaries 
palm cross 
Salvador 
cross 
suffering 
Easter 
‘big story’ of 
the bible 

ritual 
ceremony 
The Eucharist 
Holy 
Communion 
Last Supper 
Arti ritual 
Mandir 

deities 
shrine 
devotion 
The Old 
Testament 
Israel- people 
of God 
 

God 
God the father, son, holy spirit 
Hindus 
deities/ eternal spirits 
Brahman 
 

The word Belongings can be 
used to describe the physical 
property that is owned by 
somebody (literal) or to 
describe the feeling of being 
included (abstract) 
How having belongings and the 
feeling of belonging affects 
their lives 
God created the universe. 
The Earth and everything in it 
are important to God. 
God has a unique relationship 
with human beings as their 
Creator and Sustainer. 
Humans should care for the 
world because it belongs 
to God. 

Many Christians feels a sense 
of belonging when visiting the 
Church (God’s House) 
The sense of belonging is 
important to feel safe, secure 
and happy. 
 
 

Advent is a special time of 
waiting for Christmas for 
Christians 
Advent lasts for four weeks 
leading up to Christmas Day 
the word advent means “to 
come” and refers to the birth of 
Jesus 
During Advent, many Christians 
may go to church more, pray 
more, make a wreath or 
Christingle or doing something 
that helps them to prepare for 
Christmas  
Advent helps Christians think 
about the birth of Jesus and 
look forward to it 
Christians believe that Jesus is 
God and that he was born as a 
baby in Bethlehem. 
The Bible points out that his 
birth showed that he was 
extraordinary (for example, he 
is worshipped as a king, 
in Matthew) and that he came 
to bring good news (for 
example, to the poor, in Luke). 

Purim is a Jewish festival that 
takes place each year in the 
Spring 
It reminds the Jewish people of 
their rescue long ago when 
they were threatened with 
being killed 
It tells the story of Esther who 
was Jewish and was the Persian 
king’s wife 
She rescued her people 
through her cleverness 
The Book of Esther is read at 
the festival and a feast is held, 
as well as giving gifts to others 
 

A symbol is something that 
stands for something else, an 
idea or value for example 
The cross is a very important 
symbol for Christians 
It symbolizes the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and the 
belief in life after death for 
Christians 
There are many different types 
of crosses each with a different 
emphasis – for example the 
empty cross emphasizing the 
resurrection and the crucifix 
showing the suffering of Jesus 
Easter is very important in 
the ‘big story’ of the Bible. 
Jesus showed that he was 
willing to forgive all people, 
even for putting him on the 
cross. 
Christians believe Jesus builds a 
bridge between God and 
humans. 
Christians believe Jesus rose 
from the dead, giving 
people hope of a new life. 

 

A ritual is a religious or solemn 
ceremony that has actions 
completed in a certain order 
for meaning 
Christians use food in a ritual 
called the Eucharist 
The Eucharist is also known as 
Holy Communion 
Bread and wine are used in the 
Eucharist to remind Christians 
of Jesus’ last supper 
For some Christians the bread 
and wine are a symbol of Jesus’ 
body and blood, for others it is 
the actual body and blood 
The Old Testament tells the 
story of a particular group of 
people, the children 
of Israel — known as the 
People of God — 
and their relationship with God. 
The People of God try to live in 
the way God wants, following 
his commands and worshipping 
him. 
They believe he promises to 
stay with them and Bible 
stories show how God 

Christians believe in one God. 
and that they find out about 
God  in the Bible. 
They talk about him as God the 
father and will pray to him as a 
father (worship) and try to live 

in ways that please him. They 

also believe that God has 3 
persons; God as father, Son 
and Holy Spirit 
Christians describe God in 
hymns, prayers, stories and 
other ways as powerful, 
protective of those who follow 
him and loving 
Christians believe God is loving, 
kind, fair and also Lord and 
King; and there are some 
stories that show this. 
Hindus believe in one eternal 
spirit, Brahman 
Brahman is one, but has many 
different aspects 
These are shown in the 
different Hindu Gods and 
Goddesses 
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Christians celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, and Advent for Christians 
is a time for getting ready 

for Jesus’ coming. 

keeps his promises. 
The Old Testament narrative 
explains that the People of God 
are meant to show the benefits 
of having a relationship with 
God and to attract all other 
nations to worshipping God. 
Christians believe that, through 
Jesus, all people can become 
the People of God. 
Hindus use food in the arti 
ritual 
The arti ritual can be done at 
home or at the Mandir 
Food can be given as an 
offering to the deities in the 
shrine to show devotion 
 



Religious Education Progression of knowledge and vocabulary – Cycle 2 

Golden Thread Concepts 

Year 4 

Autumn 1 
Temptation 
(C) Making choices 
UC: People of God 
 

Autumn 2 

Holy (special) 
(C) Mary, Mother of 
God 
UC: Incarnation 

Spring 1 
Symbol 
(C)(J)(H) Trees 
 
UC: Creation/Fall 

Spring 2 
Ritual     
(C) Paschal Candle 
UC: Salvation 

Summer 1 
Neighbour  
(community) 
Neighbour 
UC: Gospel 

Summer 2 
Protection  
(H) Raksha Bandan 

temptation 
resist 
moral 
implications 
right or wrong 
Lord’s prayer 
Satan 
Commandments 
moral dilemma 

The Old 
Testament 
Nomads 
City Dwellers 
Moses 
Exodus 
resurrection 
slavery 

holy 
dedication  
Mary 
halo 
Catholic 
Trinity 

symbol 
represent 
Adam and Eve 
Garden of Eden 
Jewish,  Christian ad Islamic 
Genesis 

parables 
Good 
Samaritan 
New 
Testament 
Judea 
hypocrisy 
social justice 
 

resurrection- 
life after 
death 
Holy Week 
Last Supper 
disciples 
resurrection  

parables 
Good Samaritan 
New Testament 
Judea 
hypocrisy 
social justice 
 

Raksha Bandan 
Rakhis 
Indra/ Indrani 
Lord Vishnu 
evil 

Temptation means there is a 
desire or a want to do something.  
It is hard to resist temptation and 
easy to give in 
There are moral implications 
associated with temptations- 
what is the right or wrong thing 
to do 
How Christians say the Lord’s 
Prayer as a way of asking God to 
help lead them not into 
temptation and can describe how 
this helps Christians to do the 
right thing 
The Old Testament pieces 
together the story of the people 
of God. As their 
circumstances change (for 
example, from being nomads 
(Abraham, Jacob) to being city 
dwellers (David)), they have to 
learn new ways of following God. 
The story of Moses and the 
Exodus shows how God rescued 
his people from 
slavery in Egypt; Christians see 
this story as looking forward to 
how Jesus’ death and 
resurrection also rescue people 
from slavery to sin. 

Holy means someone or 
something dedicated to God 
For many Christians, Mary is an 
example of a Holy person, 
because she obeys God always 
and is the mother of Jesus, the 
Son of God 
Catholic Christians especially 
have statues, stained glass, 
hymns and prayers that are 
directed to Mary as a very 
important Holy person 
Artwork about Mary often 
shows her as Holy (for 
example, by using a halo) and 
as the mother of Jesus 
Christians believe Jesus is 
one of the three persons of 
the Trinity: God the Father, 
God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit. 
Christians believe the 
Father creates; he sends 
the Son who saves his 
people; the Son sends the 
Holy Spirit to his followers. 
Christians worship God 
as Trinity. It is a huge idea 
to grasp, and Christians 
have created art to help to 

The definition of a ‘symbol’ 
Trees can be a symbol for 
many different things and can 
give examples of this 
Many Christians link the 
concept of a tree to the story 
of Adam and Eve 
Jewish, Christian and Islamic 
faith all share the story of 
Genesis 2;17 
 

• A ritual is a religious or 
solemn ceremony with a 
series of actions in a set order 

• Christians use the Paschal 
Candle in a ritual at Easter 
time to symbolise the risen 
Christ 

• The Paschal Candle has a 
cross, the current year and the 
Greek letters alpha and 
omega 

• These show the Christian 
belief that Jesus is always here 

• The candle is also used in 
Baptism and death rituals to 
remind Christians about Jesus’ 
resurrection and their belief in 
life after death 
Christians see Holy Week as 
the culmination of Jesus’ 
earthly life, leading to his 
death and resurrection. 
The various events of Holy 
Week, such as the Last 
Supper, were important in 
showing the disciples what 
Jesus came to earth to do. 
Christians today trust that 
Jesus really did rise from 
the dead, and so is still 

Jesus often told stories that are 
called parables. 
Parables are stories with hidden 
meanings 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
is in Luke’s gospel in the New 
Testament 
It tells the story of how the only 
person to help someone who was 
beaten and robbed was a 
Samaritan 
2000 years ago in Judaea, 
Samaritans were a group of people 
who were disliked by others 
This Samaritan still helped 
someone who would have disliked 
him 
Christians use this parable to show 
them how to behave with all 
people 

Christians believe Jesus 
challenges everyone about 
how 
to live — he sets the example 
for loving God and your 
neighbour, putting others first. 
Christians believe Jesus 
challenges people who pretend 
to be good (hypocrisy) and 
shows love and forgiveness to 
unlikely people. 
Christians believe Jesus’ life 

• The Hindu festival of Raksha 
Bandan celebrates the love 
between sisters and brothers 

• Raksha means “protection” 
and Bandan means “to tie” 

• Rakhis were traditionally strips 
of cotton but they can be of 
differing styles now 

• One of the stories remembered 
in the festival is the story of 
Indra and his wife Indrani who 
prayed to Lord Vishnu. 
Lord Vishnu gave her a holy 
thread to tie around Indra’s wrist 
which protected him from evil 
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Christians apply this idea to living 
today by trying to serve God and 
to bring freedom to others: for 
example, loving 
others, caring for them, bringing 
health, food, justice, and telling 
the story of 
Jesus. 
Christians see the Christian 
Church as part of the ongoing 
story of the People 
of God, and try to live in a way 
that attracts others to God: for 
example, as salt and light in the 
world. 
A moral dilemma is when your 
personal beliefs of what is right or 
wrong affect your judgement and 
decision 

express this belief. 
Christians believe the Holy 
Spirit is God’s power at 
work in the world and in 
their lives today, enabling 
them to follow Jesus. 

alive today. 
Christians remember and 
celebrate Jesus’ last week, 

• death and resurrection. 

 

shows what it means to love 
God (his Father) and love your 
neighbour. 
Christians try to be like Jesus 
— 
they want to know him better 
and better. 
Christians try to put his 
teaching and example into 
practice in lots of ways, from 
church worship to social 
justice. 



Religious Education Progression of knowledge and vocabulary – Cycle 2 

Golden Thread Concepts 

Year 5/6 

Autumn 1 
Belonging             
(I) What does it mean 
to be a Muslim?  
(Inc. 5 Pillars) 

Autumn 2 
Incarnation (special) 
(C) An extraordinary 
baby – how Christians 
perceive the birth of Jesus 
UC: Incarnation 

Spring 1 
Peace           
(I) Revelation of the Wu’ran, 
Ramadam and sawm 

Spring 2 
Resurrection  
 (C) Easter: What happened 
next? 
UC: Salvation 

Summer 1 
Ceremony (love) 
(H)  (C) (J) (I) 
Death Ceremonies 
UC: Kingdom of God 
 
‘The River of Life’ (H) 

Summer 2 
Ritual     
(I) Eid al Fitr and Eid Ramadan 
 

muslim 
Five Pillars  
Islam 
Allah 
fasting 

Ramadan 
Mecca 
Pilgimage 
Observing 
Shahada and 
Salat 

Incarnation 
birth 
narratives 
Angel Gabriel 
Lord or 
Messiah 
restoration 

The Old 
Testament 
rescuer 
anointed one 
messiah 
saviour 
(salvation) 

Arabic 
salaam  
Islam 
secured, pacified or submitted 
submission 
As-Salaamu alaykum-  Peace 
be upon you. 
Sawm 
meditation 

resurrection 
eternal life 
‘big story of 
the bible’ 
salvation 
restoration 
gospels 

The New 
Testament 
sacrifice 
Holy 
communion 
(Lord’s 
supper) 
The Eucharist 
incarnate son 

Heaven 
funeral 
parables 
Kingdom of God 
obedience 
unjust social structures 

ritual 
Eid-Ul-Fitr  
Ramadan 
Meethi Eid  
Roza (fast) 
Shawwal 
Hijri Calendar 

There are many practices and 
beliefs that help Muslims 
belong to their religion 
The Five Pillars of Islam are an 
important way of helping 
Muslims all over the world 
belong to their religion 
The Five Pillars are declaring 
your faith in Allah, prayer, 
charity, fasting in the month 
of Ramadan and going on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca (if you are 
able to) 
Observing these helps create a 
sense of belonging for a 
Muslim 
Shahada and Salat are 
important parts of the Islamic 
faith 
 

Jesus was Jewish. 
Christians believe Jesus is God 
in the flesh. 
This belief is called the 
Incarnation 
They believe that his birth, life, 
death and resurrection were 
part of a longer plan by God to 
restore the relationship 
between humans and God. 
The Old Testament talks about 
a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ — 
a messiah. 
Some texts talk about what this 
‘messiah’ would be like. 
Christians believe that Jesus 
fulfilled these expectations, 
and that he is the Messiah. 
(Jewish people do not think 
Jesus is the Messiah.) 
Christians see Jesus as their 
Saviour (see Salvation). 
The birth narratives show that 
Jesus was the Son of God yet 
also human  
Different aspects of the birth 
narratives highlight this, for 
example the coming of the 

There are many practices and 
beliefs that help Muslims find 
peace in their religion 
The Arabic word salaam 
(secured, pacified, submitted) 
has the same root as the word 
Islam 
One Islamic interpretation is 
that individual personal peace 
is attained by utterly 
submitting to Allah.  
The greeting As-Salaamu 
alaykum, favoured by Muslims, 
has the literal meaning Peace 
be upon you. 
Many Muslims therefore 
believe that it is possible to 
attain personal peace through 
prayer and submitting to Allah 
and his will. 
Sawm (the fasting during 
Ramadam) 
Meditation is another way 
some people from different 
faiths find inner peace 
 

The resurrection of Jesus is a 
central Christian belief 
Christians believe that death is 
not to be feared  
Christians believe that Jesus’ 
resurrection has opened up the 
possibility of eternal life for 
them 
The belief in the resurrection is 
shown in many ways by 
Christians, for example using 
an empty cross, words in 
hymns, Christian writings and 
the focus on new life at Easter 
Christians read the ‘big story’ 
of the Bible as pointing out the 
need for God to save people. 
This salvation includes the 
ongoing restoration of humans’ 
relationship with God. 
The Gospels give accounts of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
The New Testament says that 
Jesus’ death was somehow ‘for 
us’. 
Christians interpret this in a 
variety of ways: 

Christian beliefs about life after 
death are based around their 
belief in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus 
 Many Christians believe that 
when they die, they will have 
life in Heaven 
Christians will hold a funeral to 
come together and to give 
thanks for someone’s life 
The funeral will often be in a 
church  
There will be prayers, readings 
from the Bible and hymns sung 
Jesus told many parables about 
the Kingdom of God. These 
suggest that God’s rule has 
begun, through the 
life, teaching and example of 
Jesus, and subsequently 
through the lives of Christians 
who live in obedience to God. 
The parables suggest that there 
will be a future Kingdom, 
where God’s reign will be 
complete. 
The Kingdom is compared to a 
feast where all are invited to 

They will recap the difference 
between a ritual and a routine 
from previous years 
 Eid-Ul-Fitr marks the end of 
the holy month of Ramadan 
and is celebrated by the 
Muslim community across the 
globe.  
Eid-Ul-Fitr, also known as 
Meethi Eid, marks the end of 
Roza (fast), which is observed 
during the whole month of 
Ramadan.  
On Eid-Ul-Fitr, Muslims thank 
Allah for offering them health 
and resistance during 
Ramadan.  
They wear new clothes, 
prepare special delicacies, do 
charity, and get together with 
their loved ones. 
This festival is observed on the 
first day of Shawwal - the 
month that comes after 
Ramadan in the Hijri calendar.  
 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/topic/eid
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/festivals/eidulfitr-2022-know-why-eid-s-date-changes-every-year-on-gregorian-calendar-101651132437239.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/festivals/eidulfitr-2022-know-why-eid-s-date-changes-every-year-on-gregorian-calendar-101651132437239.html
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angel Gabriel who tells Mary 
Jesus will be the Son of God 
An angel also appears to the 
shepherds telling them that 
the Lord or Messiah has been 
born 
 

for example, as a sacrifice for 
sin; as a victory 
over sin, death and the devil; 
paying the punishment as a 
substitute for everyone’s 
sins; rescuing the lost and 
leading them to God; leading 
from darkness to light, from 
slavery to freedom. 
Christians remember Jesus’ 
sacrifice through the service of 
Holy Communion (also called 
the Lord’s Supper, the 
Eucharist or the Mass). 
Belief in Jesus’ resurrection 
confirms to Christians that 
Jesus is the incarnate Son of 
God, but also that death is not 
the end. 
This belief gives Christians hope 
for life with God, starting now 
and continuing in a new 
life (heaven). 
Christians believe that Jesus 
calls them to sacrifice their own 
needs to the needs of 
others, and some are prepared 
to die for others and for their 
faith. 

 

join in. Not everyone chooses 
to do so. 
Many Christians try to extend 
the Kingdom of God by 
challenging unjust social 
structures in their 
locality and in the world. 
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Understanding Christianity- The Big Frieze 

 

 

 

 
  

   

God- The belief 
that God, 
Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit 
exists 

Creation- God 
made us in his 
image 

Fall- Humans 
disobey God 
and there is sin 
in the world 

People of 
God- People 
are chosen to 
help repair 
the 
relationship 
with God 

Incarnation- 
God the son 
comes down 
to earth in 
human form 

Gospel- Jesus 
brings good 
news 

Salvation- People 
are forgiven 
because of Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection 

Kingdom of 
God- Jesus’ 
teaching is 
lived out on 
Earth and in 
Heaven 
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